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Teacher groups take political stand 


Some conservative Texas lawmakers, interests 
question whether groups’ tactics are legal. 


By Julie Chang 
jchang@statesman.com 


Incensed by lawmakers’ 
recent attempts to divert state 
money from public educa- 
tion and curtail the power of 
employee unions, public school 
teachers could prove to be a 
formidable force in upcoming 
Texas elections. 

“It’s just the hostility shown 


byalarge number of elected offi- 
cials toward public education,” 
said Troy Reynolds, a Splen- 
dora school administrator and 
the founder of Texans for Pub- 
lic Education, an 18,000-mem- 
ber group that mostly oper- 
ates on Facebook. “What we do 
want are representatives that 
we trust, and we don’t have 
that right now.” 

A handful of groups appear 


to be leading the movement 
using the hashtag #blockthev- 
ote to mobilize online efforts. 
Their aim is to get the state’s 
1.2 million active and retired 
educators to vote for candi- 
dates they view as supportive of 
public education, mostly Dem- 
ocrats and moderate Republi- 
cans. Their top target: Repub- 
lican Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick, who 
wasa leading proponent of mea- 
sures that would have subsi- 
dized private school tuition 
and restricted teacher unions. 

‘The efforts haven't gone unno- 


ticed by conservative groups 
and lawmakers, who have ques- 
tioned the legality of tactics used 
by one of the groups, Texas Edu- 
cators Vote, and participating 
school districts including Austin, 
Eanes, Del Valle and Pflugerville. 
Government employees are pro- 
hibited by law from using pub- 
lic resources to endorse candi- 
dates or measures but can do 
so on their own time and with 
their own money. 
“Labsolutely want every citi- 
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EXPERT REPORTING 
Staff writer Julie Chang covers 
state education 
policy. Last year, 
she examined the 
growing problem of 
teacher misconduct, 
[| | finding that fewer 
J than half of the 
hundreds of Texas 
teachers who lost their licenses after 
being investigated for an improper 
relationship with a student were 
charged with a crime. She also brought 
tolight the rising cost ofheaith 
insurance for retired teachers. 


TEXAS MARRIAGE 


Opponents of gay 
marriage say they 
aren't giving up 


Ex-Austin resident one 
of several who have 
filed suits over issue. 


By Chuck Lindell 
clindell@statesman.com 


Vocal opponents of gay rights 
are pressing a Dallas federal judge 
to end same-sex marriage, argu- 
ing that to do otherwise would 
open the door to allowing Tex- 
ans to marry multiple partners 
and inanimate objects. 

‘The lawsuit, rejected as frivolous 
by gay-marriage advocates and 
Texas officials, is among at least 
15 similar petitions filed nation- 
wide by the activists, including 
Chris Sevier, a former Austin res- 
ident now living in Dallas who 
has been bounced out of sev- 
eral courts for trying to marry 
his laptop — a computer that led 
him to sue Apple Inc., unsuccess- 
fully, for not protecting him from 
an internet porn addiction that 
ruined his marriage. 

Sevier purports to be a “machin- 
ist” who is attracted to his lap- 
top, and his lawsuit was joined 
by three others who claim to be 
polygamists in search of a tri- 
ple marriage, including one who 
described herself as an ex-lesbian 
and another who said she for- 
merly lived as a transgender man. 

‘They argue that their unconven- 
tional marriage choices should be 
allowed under precedent set by 
the 2015 U.S. Supreme Court rul- 
ing that struck down gay marriage 


Chris Sevier 
challenges gay 
marriage by 
attempting 
tomarry his 

a laptop. 


bans in Texas and other states. 

That argument, however, is 
an acknowledged attack against 
same-sex marriage, and the law- 
suit makes it clear where their 
true beliefs lie. 

“Man-man, woman-woman, 
man-object, man-animal and 
man-multiperson marriages all 
amount to obscenity in action and 
the promotion of obscenity,” said 
the lawsuit, filed in November. 

Since the Supreme Court made 
same-sex marriage a national 
reality, opponents have tried to 
undermine — or at least limit — 
the ruling’s impact. 

The Texas Legislature and 
lawmakers in other states have 
enacted laws to protect conser- 
vative Christians and other faith- 
based opponents from having 
to distribute same-sex marriage 
licenses. The U.S. Supreme Court 
is considering whether religious 
objections entitle businesses to 
refuse to serve gay weddings. The 
all-Republican Texas Supreme 
Court last year revived a lawsuit 
seeking to stop Houston from pro- 
viding marriage benefits to same- 
sex spouses of city employees. 

‘Adding to the drumbeat, the 
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By Bob Sechlerand Nancy Flores 
bsechler@statesman.com 
nflores@statesman.com 


Ifit weren't for people allowed 
into the United States under tem- 
porary work permits, Bill Carson 
doubts he'd be in business in Tra- 
vis County. 

The owner of Native Texas Nurs- 
ery — a 40-acre tree and plant 
farm in East Austin — says he has 
trouble hiring U.S. citizens for 


IMMIGRATION 


Juana Campos Barrientos pots plants at Native Texas Nursery, a tree and plant farm in East Austin. Local 
and statewide employers consider the potential deportation of tens of thousands of productive people who 
have been working in the U.S. legally and paying taxes to be shortsighted. Nick WAGNER / AMERICAN-STATESMAN 


Texas employers fear 
immigration changes 


Firms: Ending protections would hurt tight labor market. 


the physically demanding, out- 
door labor. 

“And in an urban environment 
like Austin, (finding employees 
with agricultural skills) is even 
worse, because you have peo- 
ple who haven’t grown up on a 
farm,” Carson said. 

He isamong the members of the 
local and state business commu- 
nity — including owners of con- 
struction companies, high-tech 
executives and restaurateurs — 


who say they worry about the 
Trump administration’s crack- 
down on certain categories of 
immigrants previously exempt 
from deportation and how it could 
affect an already stretched Texas 
workforce. 

‘The administration says it plans 
to end protections for about 
200,000 Salvadorans who have 
lived in the U.S. for at least the 
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FIGHT CANCER 


where 50,000 Texans turn every year 


NATION & WORLD, A2 
Ghana’s leader criticizes 
comments by Trump 


Nana Akufo-Addo tweets, “We will 
not accept such insults, even from 
the leader ofa friendly country” 
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